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Helen Dowie Award for Lifelong Learning





The STUC Union Rep Awards consist of three awards: the STUC Helen Dowie Award for Lifelong Learning, the STUC One Workplace Equality Award and the STUC Health & Safety Award.  The nomination process for the awards asks unions to identify lay activists who have excelled in the promotion of the workplace learning agenda, equalities or health and safety within their union, workplace or community.

Helen Dowie was involved in the trade union movement in Fife for most of her adult life. She worked in Rosyth Dockyard for about 20 years and was active within her union. Through her union, Helen organised the yard, organised and campaigned in many initiatives, and supported many workers.  She took the union into the community through the organisation of the Rosyth festival and music events to highlight important union campaigns. 

Helen, along with her partner Mike Morris, started the Trades Council News in Fife.  By writing, printing, editing and distributing the newssheet, Helen and Mike kept union members involved and aware of the issues and also spread the word more widely throughout Fife.  Helen and Mike made many solid relationships and friendships through their union involvement. Helen worked with Mike and many other individuals to support the development of education and learning in Scotland.  She was a key player in supporting the development of the lifelong learning agenda that union members know today. 

Helen's life was devoted to supporting others through the trade union movement and her death at a young age was mourned by trade unionists throughout Fife and Scotland. This annual award was established in 2006 to commemorate Helen's lifetime achievements in lifelong learning and to recognise other outstanding trade unionists who continue to demonstrate their commitment to union values and lead the learning movement forward in Scotland. 
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An electronic version of this form can be found online at www.scottishunionlearning.com.  Electronic versions of the nomination forms for all the STUC Union Rep Awards can be found online at www.stuc.org.uk.  For more information, contact Scottish Union Learning by phone on 0141 337 8111 or by email at learning@stuc.org.uk. 


Candidacy

Nominations will be accepted for an individual or a group of people. Nominations can only be accepted from STUC affiliated trade unions, and must be approved by the Scottish Secretary or equivalent regional officer.
To be a candidate for nomination, the person(s) must:

- Demonstrate a commitment to the trade union movement

- Excel in the promotion of lifelong learning in the workplace on behalf of the union
- Be a member of a STUC affiliated trade union 
- Be a lay union activist (not a paid official of a trade union)

Please refer to the attached guidance notes before completing this form.

Nomination Process

The recipient of the award is decided annually by the Helen Dowie Award for Lifelong Learning Adjudication Panel, which is comprised of members of the STUC General Council, the Secretariat and lifelong learning specialists. The award will be presented at the STUC Annual Congress in Inverness, in April 2012.The recipient will also receive a prestigious prize along with book tokens, an award plaque and their name(s) will be added to the Helen Dowie Award for Lifelong Learning recipient plaque which is housed at the STUC Centre.

Nomination Forms

To request a nomination form for the STUC Helen Dowie Award for Lifelong Learning, contact:

Jennifer Payne

Marketing Officer

Scottish Union Learning

333 Woodlands Rd

Glasgow G3 6NG

Email: jpayne@stuc.org.uk 

Phone: 0141 337 8130

Nomination forms must be received no later than 12:00 NOON on Friday, 27 January 2012.
Section 1

Please complete the form in BLOCK CAPITALS or by typing in blue or black ink.

Person completing the form:
First Name:



 Surname:






 FORMTEXT 

Union:




 Workplace:





 FORMTEXT 
Address:



















  FORMTEXT 


 FORMTEXT 


 FORMTEXT 
Post Code:





Phone:




  FORMTEXT 
Fax:







 FORMTEXT 

Mobile:




 Email:






 FORMTEXT 

 FORMTEXT 
Signature:







 Date:



 FORMTEXT 

 FORMTEXT 
Nominee:
First Name:



 Surname:






 FORMTEXT 

Union:




 Workplace:





 FORMTEXT 
Address:



















  FORMTEXT 


 FORMTEXT 


 FORMTEXT 
Post Code:





Phone:




  FORMTEXT 
Fax:







 FORMTEXT 

Mobile:




 Email:






 FORMTEXT 

Scottish Regional Secretary/Equivalent Officer
Name:









 FORMTEXT 
Signature:







 Date:



 FORMTEXT 
Section 2
Only this section (pages 4-9) will be circulated to the judging committee.

To avoid personal identification, please refer to ‘the nominee’, ‘the nominated group’ or ‘a group member’ as far as possible.

The decision to award will be based solely on the information you provide in this form.  

Please use separate sheets if you wish to provide supplementary information.

Questions

 FORMTEXT 
Is the nominee a lay union activist?
YES

NO

What position(s) does the nominee hold?

	Dates (mm/yy) to (mm/yy)
	Position

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


 FORMTEXT 

 FORMTEXT 

 FORMTEXT 

 FORMTEXT 
Describe how the nominee has demonstrated a commitment to the trade union movement. (Please include specific examples.  Continue on separate sheets if necessary.) 






Value: 10 Points
How does the nominee promote lifelong learning in the workplace on behalf of the union?  (Please include specific examples.  Continue on separate sheets if necessary.)

Value: 10 Points
How have others been affected and influenced by the nominee’s work in lifelong learning?  (Please include specific examples.  Continue on separate sheets if necessary.)

Value: 10 Points
Additional Information: Please provide any other important information that should be considered regarding the nominee’s work in the trade union movement and lifelong learning.

 FORMTEXT 

Value: 10 Points
Return the signed, completed nomination form in a sealed envelope by 12:00 NOON on Friday, 27 January 2012 to:

Jennifer Payne

Scottish Union Learning

STUC Helen Dowie Award for Lifelong Learning Nomination

333 Woodlands Rd

Glasgow 

G3 6NG
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