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"Only a vigorous campaign involving every
section of the community in Fife can safeguard
the future of Comrie and Seafield, and lead to
Frances re-opening” 5S¢ Alex Falconer MEP
told a recent Federation meeting.

He was speaking on the report recently
produced by Richard Saviile which calied faor
major changes in the EEC policies towards the
mining industry. Alex spoke of the spark that
led to the report being commissioned.

"' attended a meeting with Mr Reinhart

of the EEC Energy Commission. We

chalienged him over EEC plans for coal.

He shrugaged his shoulders and said 'so we §%
lose mayhe 45,000 or 50,000 jobs the important §

thing is to get a profitable coal industry.
As Alex said, apparently it is perfectly OK in
the thinking of the EEC to give subsidies to private
farmers, but wrong to give them to a public
industry, the NCB.

Alex also renewed the call for a public enquiry
into the running of the NCB in Scotland. He

told the meeting that they managed to lose export |

orders to Ireland and Denmark on the
of high sulphur content, Scottish coal
lowest sulphur content in Europe.

Alex concluded that if the NCB continue
their present policies thousands more jobs in
Fife are threatened. "We must campaign as we
have never cameapaigned before if we are to
revarse them."
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HEY, PRESTOC

Cowdenbeath Trades Council are launching
a major campaign to persuade local stores to @
boycott South African goods. Their first target
will be the Presto chain. Delegates will be handing )
out leaflets outside their shops. The message | {
to customers will be simnle - "Go elsewhere, [N

until Presto agree to boycott Apartheid.”

If you can help contact David Stodart at 25 Church |8

Street Inverkeithing. Tel 4376330,

R profits.
B rose by an averagce of 35.2 -,
¥ of arise of 69.2

this boom.
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BGOM FOR WHOM 7

1385 saw a further massive rise in company
In the first 6 months of the year they
This came on top
between 1981 and 1984.

Several companies that operate in Fife shared
BTR, who run Duniops and Welco,

saw their prefit go up by an amazing 215% in
the 12 months to December 1984, GEC were
24 - ahead, Marks & Spencer 36.6 - better off.
Others showing an increase were Courtaulds,
owners of Llyle & Scott (1447~ up), STC 178
up, and Associated Dairies (owners of ASDA]

up by 95.7 ..
It goes without saying that this 'boom' didn't

¥lead to massive wage rises, or any extra jobs.
% In fact,

many of these firms paid off workers
during the same period.

ADVERTISE IN TRADES COUNCIL NEWS !

Small ads. 10p a word
% page £30; % page £50

full page £80; double page £130
§ Contact  the
with your ad !

Federation for details, or




STOP THE PRESS

The Sun and the Times are being printed by people
who have stolen other people's jobs. That's why
no trade unionist should buy them.

SO, DON'T BUY THE SUN!

SO MUCH FOR THE RULE OF LAW

We've just heard that the NCB is refusing
to give several miners their jobs back, despite
being ordered by Industrial Tribunals to do so.

Show your continued support for these men
and their families by sending a donation to the

Rellef Fund NUM, 5 Hillside Crescent Edlnburgh. N

'ACTION FOR JOBS

What can local authorities do to create
jobs ? If you want to find out, send for 'Action
for Jobs'. Produced by the GLC its got leis of
examples collected from ali over the country
of what can be done.

1t's available, free, from Action for lobs,
[nformation Unit, Industry & Empioyment Branch,
GLC, County Hali, London SET1 7PB, You can

borrow a 16 minute video from the same address.

CANCER
DANGER

They gay there's no danger
from the radicactive waste

Rosyth East Labour Party have produced
a petition demanding a public enquiry into reports
of unusually high incidence of cancer in the
West Fife area.

The petition was launched at a public meeting,
addressed by the producer of the 'First Tuesday'
programme that linked cancer to radioactive
waste at Rosyth Dockyard. It is available from
Joe Marshall, 37 Mitchell Walk, Rosyth.

FOR SALE

Ornamental Miners Lamps
Fufl Size £30; % Size £12; 1/3 Size £6
Sold in Aid of the
Scottish Miners Reljef Fund
Contact Jim McGuire 183 Skeene Cour:

Glenrothes.
INEEENMEESNFEEEEEANNEENEEEEEEAEENEARENEET

Red Review Songbooks for sale at £1 each,
or 5 for {4, plus p&p. Available from
Scottish Labour Students, 53 George IV
Bridge, Edinburgh, tel. 031-225-8034,
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announced 80 redundarncies.
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DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU'RE EATING ?

Over 3,500 additives are used in our foods,
of which & mere 350 are covered by detailed
legal controls.

Seme un-regulated
to be dangerous.

additives are known
For example, allyll alcohols,
cammon  flavourings, <an cause serious liver
damage. When eaten in tiny amounts they pose
only a low risk. But some peonle ezt large amounts
of food containing these flavourings, such as
crisps, soft drinks and sweets. Such people -
often children 7 are at high risk.

One reasor why there is so little publicity
on this subject is that much of the discussion
on it is covered by comrnercial confidentiality,
and aven the Gfficial Secrets Act ! The official
body 'overseeing the harards of additives is
the Food Advisory Committee. It is made up
largely of representatives of food companies
and conducts its business in secret.

Tl If you want to find out more about what
you are eating, send for "DANGER: Additives
at Work" £5 from the London Food Commission,
PO Box 291, London N5,

' COMMERCIAL anti- UNION

Commercial Union like to pose as a concerend,
progressive company. They even have special
deals with some unions - offering cheap insurance

[ to members.

It is therefore ironic that they are taking
advantage of the military dictatorship in Pakistan

j to refuse to recognise the right of their workers

in that country to be in a union.

If you have any dealings with Commercial
Union, contact them to demand they recognise

: the Pakistan Insurance Fmployees Federataon

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP

Yet more jobs in electronics are going in
Fife. Highland Eicctronics, Hiliend, have



DEMOCRACY THREATENRED

The Local Government Bill, which restricts
the fights of local authorities to campaign on
'‘political' issues, could soon be law,

We've already pointed out that this would
stop Fife Region and District Councils from
running such campaigns as the ones against
dockyard privatisation and the rundown in public
transport.

But even more could be at stake. Speaking
in a debate in parliament on the Bill, David
Spencer, a Tory MP from Leicester, singled out
Low Pay Units for attack. 'They are designed
quite nakedly to attack the government's social
security reforms' he said,

So it seems that work arcund women's rights,
low pay and social security reforms could all
be at risk, Dunfermline Trades Counci! are already
campaigning against the Bill. If you want to
find out more about just how democracy is
threatened, again, contaci: Local Information
Unit, 2Znd Fioor, 1-5 Bath Street, London EC1V
90Q.

It's nice te know thay carec...a..
Much of Highland Scotland is given over to upper
class 'sportsmen’. But don't iudee these people
tco harshly, it's all done in the interests of the
grouse, as a press release from the Standing
Conference on Countryside Sports shows. It
reads:

"The sympathetic influence of the sportsman

in the wellbeing of the red grouse has siowed

the march of the conifers across the upland

rnoors.”
You can just picture a red grouse, beaten out
of the heather and rushing towards the hut's
and death, thinking “If it wan't for the svmoathetic
influence of those spurtsmen in i‘ny‘wéilbeéng,
conifers would he marching across those moors!!

Six hospital workers at the Whyteman's
Brae complex at Kirkcaldy's Victoria Hospital
have started a hunger strike: ironically in a bid
to improve their diet. Over 200 others are
boycoiting what they call 'inadequate catering
facilities',

Nurses, Domestics and Porters are bitterly
angry at facing a choice of sandwiches from
the extension's cafeteria, or a 400 yard walk
across a busy ma.n road to the staff dining-room
in the main hospital. ©One nurse has already
been knocked over crossing this road.

Dominic Currie, NUPE steward, told us:

"All we are asking is a proper variety in
our daily diet. Surely that is not a
revolutionary request. Good food means
good health. The Healtn Board, above all,
should be concerned about the health of
their workers."

Dominic urged members of the public tc write
te the Health Board at Glenrothes House,
supporting the workers’ campaian,

gl Beall
8 His collection of photographs is a vivid record
 of the picket lines, strike centres and mining
§ communities through that year of hardship.

g owns the company !

LAST WORD
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tell 2 story ee— —

Throughout the 1984-5 Miners' 5Strike John
and his camera were a familiar sight.

Already Edinburgh District Council have

B used some of his pictures in their 'Not lust Tea
W and Sandwiches'
g role of Women's Committees in the strike.

exhibition. This showed the

Te make szure this wvaluable material is

B avaiiable to be seen by as many people as possible
B we want to use it as the basis of a mobile
i exhibition.
B vyou can help, send cheques or postal orders to
__ @& "Miners'
B Gueesnferry Road, Rosyth.

To do this moeney is neceded. |If

Photographic  Exhibition' c/o 105/3

We'd also like to hear from people who can

B help in other ways, perhaps with more photos,
B or with experience in putting this sort of thing
W togather.

SCME ARE MORE EQUAL......

Teachers are fighting for an independent
review of their pay. So far the government have
refused to give them one.

[ord Hanson was moere fortunate. He got
a “compzrability review" by outside consultants.
They gave him 7837 taking him to over £301,000
a year,

One thing Hanson

ta note, though: Lord

“T HEAR THAT UNDER PRIVATIZATION WE (1. BE
REPLACED BY YT9 TREAUNEES..




10 February 7 pm Bowhill Institute Peblic Meeting
with Gordon Brown MP and Alex Fslconer

ME R .Organisec by Cardenden and

Winglassie Labour Party.]

I5-16 Feb Fad House, GLauder Tecbrical CZcocllege
Weekend courss 'Eccial Security and
the Fowler Review' Cetails, cantact

Jahn Malone [3BZ 726201,
22 Feh 10,30 =mm Adsm Emithk Centre  'Eave Zur

Health Service Fuslic Meeting
crganisec oy KWirkooidy “rades Zouncil.
22-21 Feb g Houze, Lsuder Techkrical Collegs
wearend ZOurse 'Zhenging MNaturs af
E’j: nh Ce-ails fraom Jdonn
2% eb lieze £ Tec—nology,
representsiivcs,
stiorm,
1-2 Harech zznnizal Zoliege
daiens are
cortzct Mty
7 March Fasliz M==atiag
i s zaziaiism” wicn
Uav1d Blunkett Zordan Grown £ o=znd
Alex Falzaonzr MEP.
8 March T4a,1& ar ~oc Hause LAaucer Tech.
Tayscnool "Which wWay far .gcal
Saoverament' witn Cavid Rlurkett.
Oelegatien fee L[Z waced, &2 vuwrwagecd
{inclucing meals: Zreche available,
For places, canmtzst tn= Feceration.
22 March Abercous & Calgety Hsy Labour Party
Zpen T in Jzlcety Bzy  iCoTtmatity
Centre, with Sordon Brown W2 and Slex
ralconer {'EF.
22-23 March FaZd Fouse _auter “cob,
'Trades Lriars

Jomo<Ers

S

M That a spokesperson for Rothmans, the
tobacco firm, justified the tobacco trade in the
Third World by pointing out that people ir
developing countries don't have a lond enougt
life~expectancy to worry about smoking-relatec

problems ? _
U T
W That the richest 507%: of the adult populatior
own 40 of the nation's wealth

INCLUDE

€@ lJim Clark

@ Levenmouth Trades Council
€ Dominic Currie

€ Alex Falconer MEP

Q Fife W.E.A.

$19-20 April ollege
SOutEE ‘uoTwurlca'.cn Gills
Trode Jniamiets' fsr o zacszils
sahn Malocrme UZEX Fziil
PUBLIC SERVICE PAY
L s=r:es of w=etirzs for all public serwiceo wor-ore,
17 February T oaw Zity bziel Uurfermli-e, TZpearars
inzlaods FJan WyosEr TZao Zampbell
. iz ZTUD amd Smns Vizcoletcern HNAZGO.
18 February atior Hotel ¥:r.zslzy, Speakers
Zutran NUFE and Zanm 11 Z-ristic,
20 February 7 oot =thil Dommanity Zennco. Tpnakers
iqllade LiT oMartirc
24 February Y oom Zastlerill T Z=ntre Lo
Zgearsrs frem TILFn and Irsrs “inze
25 February T Cw _cmend Cantra, Zlerrst-es,
werz Casmaszll  Crhristiz STLZ 0 anz

c Finn EIE.

COUNCIL AGAINST APARTHEID

Congratulations to Dunfermline District
Council ! They are planning to get fully involved
in the local! authority 'Week of Action against
Apartheid' planned for this summer. During
this week there will be a special photo-exhibition
on apartheid in Pittencrieff House Museumn.
Councillors will, out on the streets, ccllectling
signatures on a petition which will be presented
to the United Nations.

[ we'll let you know what other councils are
doing, as soon as we find out.

HELP!...

How vyou can help Trades Council News,
(besides sending us money !)

¥ We desperately need black and white photos,
itlustrating all aspects of life, work and the
environment in Fife.

Send to
Dalgety Bay

X¥You can sell our raffle tickets.
Derrick Stubbs, 29 Morlich Court,
for books,

X% Order extra copies to give out to your friends,
neighbours and workmates.

Use this form to order more copies of TRADES
COUNCIL NEWS from the Federation:

it PR N =3 E RN

| require .iicae.., copies please.
Return to us at at 105°3 Queensferry Road,
Rosvth, Fife.
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