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‘Sign Here’ 


A Highlands & Islands trade union learning initiative


Following the deaf awareness road show on board MOLI – the Mobile Online Learning Initiative bus during September and November 05, we have just completed the last British Sign Language (BSL) taster course. A total of 21 courses were held throughout the Highlands & Islands during the last couple of months. The feed back from those who attended the courses show that there is genuine interest and demand from Highlands & Islands union members to learn BSL.





Given this interest and demand for BSL courses, the Sign Here Steering Group, which includes the STUC, Unison, FBU, the Rail Union Learning project and the Highland Deaf Communication Project have submitted a further application for European Social Fund (ESF) funding to deliver a further project during 2006/2007. Our bid has also been supported by the Scottish Executive and eight employers who have pledged a financial commitment to the project. If our ESF bid is successful, we propose to deliver 11 x 31 hour BSL courses consisting of 21 hour BSL foundation course ( which we hope will be accredited) and 10 hours sector specific BSL. We also propose to deliver another 4 x 21 hours BSL foundation courses.  We hope to deliver these courses across the Highlands & Islands in the same locations as the sign language taster courses. We are eager to try and ensure that any union member who attended the sign language taster courses who indicated they were interested in learning more BSL is offered the opportunity to sign up for either the 31or 21 hour BSL courses. If this includes any of your members please let them know that I will be writing to them in April/May 06 offering them the opportunity to sign up for the BSL courses.





Interested in Free Online Courses?


Chris Williams, FBU SULF Project Manager (Grampian) has researched and produced a catalogue of free online courses. Chris has found a whole host of courses including Braille through remote learning; beginners guide to art, history of jazz, Spanish, Phonology (how to speak posh!) motorcycle repairs, cookery, creative writing, IT, to name but a few! Chris has kindly shared his research with us and Derek Noble, EIS ULR has edited some of Chris’s research into 3 helpful pages of links to free courses. Interested? Please see attachment. Just click on any of the links to find out about any of the courses you, or your members, are interested in. A big thank you to Chris for sharing his research with us and thanks to Derek for his helpful editing.


Need to get in touch……


Pam Urquhart, STUC Highlands & Islands Lifelong Learning Unit


Unison, 53 Shore Street, Inverness IV1 INF


Email: purquhart@stuc.org.uk


Telephone/Fax: 01463 248905














Dates for your Diary…





Learning On board MOLI!


Argyll - 1st & 2nd March


The MOLI bus will be visiting a number of workplaces in Oban, Campeltown & Lochgilphead & Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd March. Union members can board the bus to find out about union learning, learning opportunities in their area, ILAs etc. Over the next week I will be putting together the itinerary for the work place visits and times. If you would like MOLI to visit your workplace, or would like further information about the event, please get in touch.


Everyday Skills Seminar 


Inverness – Thursday 16th March 10.30 to 4pm


 (venue to be confirmed)


One in five adults in Scotland have levels of literacy and numeracy that are not what they could be and should be. This seminar is open to any Highlands & Islands ULR who would like information about everyday skills and organising everyday skills support for their members.


Cross Union ULR Forums


Fort William – 13 March


Fort William ULRs are invited to attend a cross union forum on Monday 13th March from 2pm to 4pm in the Ben Nevis Hotel, North Rd. Fort William.


Moray – 18 April


The first meeting of the Moray Cross 


Union Learning Forum will take place 


on Tuesday 18th April between 2pm 


and 4pm in Elgin Library, Cooper 


Park, Elgin. 


Inverness – 20 April


The next meeting of the Inverness Cross Union Learning Forum will take place in Inverness on Thursday 20th April at 11.30 at the Unison office. 


STUC Highlands & Islands Learning Conference 


Friday 16th June – Inverness


(Venue to be confirmed)


This one day conference will provide an opportunity for ULRs from across the Highlands & Islands to come together to attend workshops, network with other ULRs, share good practice and meet the STUC’s Skills and Lifelong Learning Team.
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Need to get in touch……





Pam Urquhart


STUC Lifelong Learning Unit


Highlands & Islands


Unison


53 Shore Street


Inverness


IV1 INF


Email: purquhart@stuc.org.uk


Telephone/Fax: 01463 248905
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